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THE]  PREACH E]1I.  been  devised  with  a  peilcct  loresight  of  uil 

- - — - .  — = ,,  -TT— ,  their  effects  to  the  latest  period  of  their  ex- 

8ERMON....NO.  'VII.  istcnce,  anJ  with  a  certain  care  tliat  no  ob- 

BT  A.  B.  GROSU.  structioH  shall  impede,  no  obstacle  divert 

« Forth.  b.d  i.. Loner  than  ll.al  a  man  can  «r«cL  operation,  until  all  that  God  desires 

bUoMlf  on  it  I  and  the  coverinc  narrower  than  that  he  Shall  be  accomplished  by  them.  All  the 
«iii  wraphinuMiiin  it"— AaiaAxxviii:  20.  plans  of  God  must,  therefore,  be  good,  for 

The«e  words,  in  a  brief  but  very  cor-  he  is  good — sufiicient,  for  he  is  infinite — 
reel  manner,  describe  every  scheme  of  di-  lioly,  lor  he  is  hoi}’ — and  successful,  for  he 
vinity — every  plan  of  salvation  ever  yet  de-  is  almighty.  From  this  immense  dispro- 
vised  by  the  ingenuity  of  man.  Doctrines  portion  between  their  characters  and  na- 
are  very  naturally  compared  to  a  bed,  be-  turcs,  arises  the  great  dillercnce  in  [mint  of 
cause  on  them  we  seek  for  repose ;  and  to  dignity,  beauty  and  importance,  between 
a  covering,  because  under  them  we  seek  a  the  doctrines  of  the  Heathen  philosopliers, 
refuge  from  all  anticipations  of  evil,  and  wliich  were  devised  by  men,  and  those 
from  the  sorrows  in  wliich  earthly  calamity  taught  in  this  volume,  by  the  direction  of 
involves  the  human  family.  Dut  the  doc-  that  great  Being  before  w  hom  all  the  wisdom 
trines  alluded  to  in  our  text  were  far  from  of  this  world  vanishes  into  vanity.  Of  ail 
being  sufBcicnt  to  meet  the  wants,  or  to  these  piiiloso[)iiical  theories  it  may  well  be 
shield  from  distress,  the  bosoms  of  those  said,  that  “the  bed  is  shorter  than  that  a 
who  sought  repose  on  them,  or  refuge  un-  man  can  stretch  himself  on  it,”  seeing  tlmt 
der  them.  Hence  it  is  said,  “For  the  bed  they  are  too  partial  and  contracted  to  satisfy 
is  shorter  than  that  a  man  can  stretch  him-  those  vast  desires  of  the  human  soul,  which 
self  on  it ;  and  the  covering  narrower  than  can  be  satisfied  only  by  the  doctrine  of  the 
that  he  can  wrap  himself  in  it.”  That  this  living  God — the  gospel  of  life  and  immor- 
is  the  case  with  all  man-devised  schemes  tality  for  all  mankind,  Similar  to  the  doc- 
must.  we  think,  be  evident;  for,  however  trines  of  the  Heathen  philosophers,  at  least 
we  all  may  difler  as  to  the  ultimate  dcstina-  in  their  unsatisfying  nature,  are  many  of  the 
tion  of  the  human  race,  or  the  eternal  pur-  man-devised  systems  of  divinity  taught  in 
poses  of  the  Deity,,  yet,  we  doubt  not  tlat  our  theological  seminaries,  and  promulgated 
the  daily  observation  and  personal  experi-  in  our  pulpits,  by  those  learned  in  that  know- 
cnce  of  every  one  present,  w  ill  lead  us  all  ledge  which  giveth  not  wisdom — that  learn- 
to  agree,  that  man  is  but  a  finite  being,  li-  ing  w  hose  paths  are  not  peace,  nor  her  ways 
mited  in  power  and  Iwundcd  in  knowledge,  pleasantness.  The  doctrine  of  a  limited. 
The  deductions  of  human  reason  unite  with  partial  salvation  is  verily  a  bed  on  which 
divine  revelation  in  teaching  us,  that  God  a  man  cannot  stretch  himself — a  covering 
alone  is  the  .sole  infinite  being  in  the  uni-  so  scanty  that  a  man  cannot  wrap  himself  in 
verse,  whose  intellectual  capacity  is  without  it.  Hence,  it  so  often  happens  that  many 
bounds,  and  his  power  beyond  the  reach  of  deem  their  ways  equal,  and  those  of  Provi- 
successful  opposition,  lie  alone  “hath  dcnce  unequal,  when  the  very  reverse  is  the 
seen  tlie  end  from  the  beginning,”  and  he  case ;  for,  as  the  heavens  arc  higher  than 
alone  “doeth  according  to  his  will  in  the  the  earth,  so^-are  the  ways  and  thoughts  of 
army  of  Heaven  and  among  tlie  inhabitants  God  above  the  ways  and  thoughts  of  his 
of  the  earth,”  for  “none  can  stay  his  hand  creatures.  These  preliminaryremarksbe- 
or  say  unto  him,  what  docst  thou  ?”  It  be-  ing  made,  let  us  now  [iroceed  to  a  closer 
ing  then,  admitted  that  man  is  a  finite  be-  consideration  and  further  application  of  our 
ing,  limited  in  perception  and  in  action,  it  text. 

will  necessarily  follow  that  all  wliicii  he  can  ••  For  the  bed  is  shorter  than  that  a  man 
devise  or  perform  must  partake  of  his  nar-  can  stretch  himself  on  it ;  and  the  covering 
row  and  imperfect  capacity.  This  is  as  cer-  narrower  than  that  he  can  wrap  himself  in 
tain  as  the  truth  of  the  philosophical  axiom,  it.”  These  words  appear  to  be  part  of  a 
that  no  stream  can  flow  higher  than  its  source  prophecy  relating  to  the  days  of  our  S?aviour, 
—no  eflect  be  greater  than  its  cause.  It  fol-  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  history  of  those 
lows,  then,  that  the  doctrines  of  man,  being  days  and  of  subsequent  events  w  ill  w  arrant 
limited  by  his  knowledge,  are,  of  course,  us  in  so  applying  tliem.  The  whole  sub- 

Eirtial,  contracted,  and  defective ;  and  all  ject  is  addres-sed  to  some  persons,  denomi- 
is  plans,  so  far  ns  he  is  concerned  in  devis-  nated  in  the  context  “  scornful  men,”  rulers 
ing  them,  will  fall  short  in  infinity,  perfec-  of  the  people  in  Jerusalem.  It  is  implied 
tion,  and  glory.  But  God  being  infinitely  that  they  would  depend  for  salvation  on 
good  in  all  his  perfections,  it  will  follow  some  schemes  which  themselves  had  devis- 
that  his  designs  arc  bounded  by  nothing,  ed,  and  for  deliverance  on  works  which 
limited  to  nothing,  and  are  without  partial!-  themselves  could  jierform,  instead  of  receiv- 
ty  or  defect;  and  thus  his  plans  must  hawe  ing  as  “an  anchor  to  the  soul,  sure  and 


steadfast,”  the  designs  and  works  of  that  al¬ 
mighty  Being  who  is  “  wonderful  in  coun¬ 
sel  and  fc.xccllcnt  in  working.”  But  they 
are  told,  “Your  covenant  with  death  shall 
be  disannulled,  and  your  agreement  with 
Hell  shall  nolstand  ;  when  the  overflowing 
scourge  shall  pass  through,  then  ye  shall  Im 
trodden  down  by  it.”  (verse  18.)  It  was 
necessary  lliis  should  be  so  that  the  tried 
stone,  the  precious  corner  stone,  the  suro 
foundation,  sjioken  of  in  verse  16,  might  bo 
certainly  and  abidingly  established.  Nor 
would  this  desolation  ensue  through  a  spirit 
of  unrighteousness  or  injustice,  for  wo  aro 
expressly  assured  in  the  17th  verse,  that 
when  the  hail  would  sweep  away  their  re¬ 
fuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters  overflow  their 
hiding  place — at  that  time,  judgment  w  ould 
be  laid  to  the  line,  and  righteousness  to  the 
plummet,  by  Him  in  whose  hands  the  hail 
is  but  an  agent,  and  at  w  hose  voice  the  floods 
can  be  stayed. 

Now  when  we  reflect  that  the  Jews  re¬ 
jected  the  salvation  of  Jehovah,  and  despised 
the  liope  of  Israel — that  they  denied  the 
Prince  of  Life  and  refused  his  claim  to  tho 
title  of  Messiah — tliat  they  persecuted  Je¬ 
sus,  because  he  boldly  reproved  their  vices 
and  exposed  their  hypocrisy — we  can  readi¬ 
ly  see  how  they  set  at  naught  the  counsel 
of  God,  relying  on  their  own  righteous¬ 
ness  and  depending  on  their  own  narrow 
schemes,  tearing  the  ascendancy  which 
Jesus,  by  his  miracles  and  doctrines,  had  ob¬ 
tained  over  the  minds  of  the  common  peo¬ 
ple-dreading  lest  that  popularity  might 
awaken  the  je-alousy  of  the  Homan  govern¬ 
ment,  and  probably  wishing  to  ingratiate 
themselves  with  their  foreign  rulers,  they 
attributed  his  miracles  to  the  Heathen  god, 
Beelzebub ;  insulted,  spit  upon  and  bufieted 
him  ;  and  finally,  under  a  plea  that  he  was 
guilty  of  treason  to  Crnsar,  they  obtained 
[icrmission  to  have  him  crucified — a  pun¬ 
ishment  unknown  to  the  Mosaic  law.  Thus 
they  made  a  covenant  with  death  to  remove 
the  object  of  tlieir  dread  and  hatred,  and 
were  at  an  agreement  with  Hell  (Sheol,  or 
the  state  of  the  dead,)  to  conceal  the  deed 
and  retain  w  ithin  its  gates  the  proof  of  their 
guilt.  But  their  refuge  of  lies  availed  them 
not — their  hope  was  that  of  the  hypocrite, 
and  perished  as  the  spiders  web.  Jesus 
triumphed  over  death  and  the  grave,  and 
the  vc  ry  evils  his  enemies  intended  to  avert, 
were  hastened  in  their  approach,  while  the 
fancied  good  they  hoped  to  obtain,  fled  from 
liefore  their  eager  grasp.  The  vials  of  Jus¬ 
tice  so  long  foretold  by  tlie  prophets,  were 
poured  out  on  this  perverse  generation  by 
these  very  Homans,  in  the  destruction  of 
their  temple  and  dissolution  of  their  pol^y, 
after  a  siege  wrhich  for  h'orrdr  and  acsola- 
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tion  is  without  n  parallel  in  history.  Thus 
were  the  predictions  of  our  context  fulfilled 
— thus  was  our  Saviour's  prophecy  proven 
true ;  and  thus  was  it  attested  tlu’t  tiiere  is 
a  God  who  judfTcih  in  the  earth  and  thrre 
recompenses  the  risrlitoous  and  the  wicked 
according  to  their  works.  Here  let  us 
pause  and  ask — why  were  these  horrors  of 
horrors  poured  out  on  the  chosen  peojdc  of 
Jehovah — the  descendants  of  the  faithful 
Abraham  ?  Our  text  alfords  the  correct  and 
appropriate  answer  :  “  For  the  bed  is  short¬ 
er  than  that  a  man  can  stretch  himself  on 
it ;  and  the  covering  narrower  than  tliat  he 
can  wrap  himself  in  it.”  The  bed  is  not 
faulted  for  being  too  long,  but  because  it 
was  the  very  reverse  ;  nor  was  the  covering 
destroyed  because  it  was  too  ample,  but  be¬ 
cause  it  was  narrower  than  sutlicicnt  for 
their  wants.  Their  scheme  of  salvation 
was  too  partial  and  contracted  in  the  eyes 
of  Deity,  and  was  for  this  cause  rendcreil 
unavailing-— their  bed  allowed  tiiem  no  re¬ 
pose,  and  their  covering  afl'orded  no  refuge. 
By  this  fact  then,  we  learn  that  God's  sal¬ 
vation  is  more  enlarged,  his  acts  more  im¬ 
partial,  and  his  views  more  unlimited  tlian 
man’s.  If  not,  why  destroy  theirs  for  be¬ 
ing  insufllcient  and  too  contracted  1 

Let  us  therefore,  take  warning  hy  the 
fate  of  these  “scornful  men,”  who,  mista¬ 
king  the  character  of  God,  supposed  their 
ways  to  be  his  wa3's,  and  their  thoughts  bis 
thoughts,  and  accordingly  marked  out  a 
contracted  scheme  of  salvation  which  did 
not  partake  of  the  boundless  love  and  infi¬ 
nitely  glorious  views  of  the  universal  Parent 
of  mankind.  Let  us  remember  that  all  hu¬ 
man  schemes  must  fall  liefore  his — that  all 
plans  unworthy  of  a  place  in  his  counsels 
must  be  swept  away  to  make  room  for  lliat 
“better  covenant  founded  on  better  promi¬ 
ses.”  And  as  a  great  portion  of  our  context 
lias  frequently  been  applied  to  Univcrsalisls, 
let  us  see  what  constituted  the  narrow  sys¬ 
tems  so  highly  prized  hy  the  Jews,  that  they 
even  crucified  the  Lonl  of  I^ife  when  he 
attempted  to  set  them  aside  and  iniroduee 
the  more  ample  one  of  God.  W'esliall,  as 
we  proceed,  compare  them  with  the  inven¬ 
tions  of  men  in  our  day,  and  close,  by  com¬ 
paring  these  latter,  limited,  and  contracted 
doctrines,  with  the  ample  promises  and  suf¬ 
ficient  means  of  “  the  living  God  who  is  the 
Saviour  of  all  men.” 

The  Jews  were  ever  a  stiiT-necked  and 
rebellions  people,  much  addicted  to  running 
aficr  strange  gods,  and  to  the  performance 
of  superstitious  and  idolatrous  rites  which 
they  learned  from  the  Heathens.  Hence 
arose  the  first  departure  from  the  simplicity 
of  the  law.  Our  S?aviour  found  it  necessa¬ 
ry,  frequently,  to  rehiike  them  with  much 
severity  for  making  void  llie  law  by  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  elders,  and  for  teaching  “  the 
doctrines  of  men”  as  the  commandments  of 
God.  Here  is  proof  sufficient  that  the  Jew¬ 
ish  rulers  had  cast  aside  the  ample  salvation 
of  Jehovah,  and  taken  for  refuge  some  nar¬ 
row  schemes  of  their  own.  They  had  for¬ 
saken  “the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and 
hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns 
thivt  could  hold  no  wator.'’ 


Do  we  not  see  the  same  things  enacted 
in  our  day  ?  Instead  of  teaciiing  candi¬ 
dates  for  church-nieinbcrshin  and  tlic  rising 
generation,  the  trnllis  contained  in  the  I’i- 
blc  and  views  d;  >.wii  from  the  great  volume 
of  nature,  do  we  not  see  them  taught  “  the 
traditions  of  eldei-s" — are  not  their  minds 
cramped  down  to  the  narrow  compass  of  a 
few  li'-griuis  manufactured  in  the  dark  ages 
of  bigotry  and  superstition,  by  men  as  iiil- 
lible,  if  not  far  more  vicious  and  cruel  than 
ourselves  ?  If  there  be  ivfant  minds  which 
aiH.t/  he  taught  by  question  and  answer,  then 
let  the  answers  be  given  in  the  words  of 
Scripture  and  not  according  to  the  “vain 
imaginations’’  of  men,  and  “the  traditions 
of  the  elders,”  ^Yhcn  this  is  done,  soon 
v.’ill  all  that  is  partial,  limited  and  defective 
in  the  Christian  church  be  banished  to  be 
seen  no  more.  Then  will  all  the  false  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  Scrilies  and  Pharisees  no  more 
lie  considered  the  doctrines  of  that  great 
Tcaeher  who  was  foremost  in  exposing 
their  falsity'. 

The  sources  from  which  both  ancient  and 
modern  Pharisees  derived  their  errors,  be¬ 
ing  similar,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  suppo¬ 
sed  that  the  errors  themselves  should  wide¬ 
ly  diil'cr.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were 
not  merely  simple  observers  of  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  enjoined  in  the  laws  of  Moses, 
but  they  carried  their  observance  of  these 
rites  to  an  absurd  an:l  ridiculous  extreme, 
and  added  to  them  many'  things  not  requir¬ 
ed,  and  even  forbidden  by  tiie  law.  !So 
much  <lid  they  rely  on  tin*  performance  of 
these  things,  that  they  oflcti  violated  the 
l)tst  i)recr()ts  and  disohev'cd  the  most  useful 
and  express  injunctions  of  tla  ir  God.  In 
vain  their  propliets  <lcclared  they  were  go¬ 
ing  astray — the  warning  voice  was  unlieed- 
ed.  From  our  ISaviour's  frequent  rci)ioacli- 
es  of  them,  we  learn  that  they  paid  tythes 
of  mint,  anise  and  cinnmin,  but  neglected  to 
perform  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
judgmetit  and  mercy.  They  devoured  wi¬ 
dows'  houses,  ainl  made  long  prayers  in  the 
synagogues  and  at  the  corners  of  the  streets, 
to  be  seen  of  men.  They  enlarged  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  their  garments  and  made  broad  their 
phylaeterie.s  through  pretended  piety,  v.hile 
they  oppressed  the  poor,  and  [terseeuted 
even  unto  death,  tlieir  Messiah  and  his  apos¬ 
tles.  They  encompassed  sea  and  land  to 
make  pnudylcs,  who,  when  made,  were 
ten-fold  more  the  children  of  Gchenn!i  than 
themselves.  In  the  regular  olli  ring  of  sac¬ 
rifices  they  were  unequalled,  mid  s(»  strict 
were  they  in  observing  the  fc^abbath,  that 
they  would  have  censured  our  Slaviour  for 
performiiig  a  miracle  of  cure,  ns  they  did 
ins  disciples  for  plucking  and  eating  corn  on 
that  day\  Indeed  they  as  ollen  accused  our 
.•^aviour  of  a  disregard  for  the  Sabbath,  ns 
our  Orthodox  brethren  now  do  the  Univer- 
salists  for  the  same  enormity.  They  dis¬ 
figured  their  faces,  and  put  on  long  gloomy 
countenances  that  j)eople  might  see  they 
were  fasting  and  eftmmend  their  great  piety 
and  devotion.  All  these  and  many  other 
things  they  did,  forgetting  that  God  cared 
for  none  of  these  things — nay,  that  he  even 
reprobated  all  these  outward  rites,  mercy 


being  more  acceptable  before  him  than  sac¬ 
rifices — an  humble  iind  contrite  spirit,  than 
burnt  oficrinrvs. 

Now,  not  to  be  too  sweeping  in  our  cen¬ 
sures,  we  would  inquire.  What  is  a  great 
portion  of  the  religion  professed  in  our  day, 
but  forms  and  ceremonies— attendance  on 
church  and  prayer-meetings— long  gloomy 
faces,  and  yet  longer  prayers,  filled  with 
pompous,  unmeaning  sounds  and  vain  repe¬ 
titions — giving  liberally  to  Bible,  Tract, 
and  Missionary  Societies,  while  the  suffer¬ 
ing  poor  around  ns  are  left  to  pine  in  hope¬ 
less,  helpless  despair,  and  our  own  uncon¬ 
verted  arc  left  to  belch  forth  in  the  streets, 
the  curses  of  damnation  they  have  learned 
from  the  pulpits  ? 

Ask  not  if  this  language  bo  too  severe, 
but  ask,  is  the  picture  true?  What  is  bap¬ 
tism,  about  which  so  many  quarrels  have 
taken  [ilaee — so  much  blood  been  shed — so 
many  sects  been  divided — and  without 
w  Inch  very  few  churches  will  admit  a  mem¬ 
ber,  however  good  he  or  she  may  be — what 
is  it  but  an  outward  rite,  of  itself,  making 
a  person  neither  better  nor  worse — neither 
ins|)iring  the  heart  with  nobler  feelings,  nor 
causing  mercy  to  spring  where  hatred 
grew?  The  Lord's  Supper  too,  of  which 
many  partake  with  the  patched  up  enmity 
of  a  sniotliercd  quarrel  lioiling  in  their  bo¬ 
soms,  what  is  it  but  a  ceremony  ?  W  hy  arc 
all,  bowel  er  sincere  their  faith,  or  virtuous 
their  lives,  excluded  from  the  table,  except 
a  select  few  w  ho  can  subscribe  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  creed,  and  pronounce  the  thibboleth  of 
Orthodoxy  ?  “  Have  we  not  all  one  Father? 
bath  not  one  God  created  us?”  why  then 
“do  we  deal  treacherously,  every  man 
against  his  brother?”  Do  not  misunder- 
stainl  mo,  iny  friendly  hearers :  I  would 
not  be  consiilered  as  saying  aught  against 
these  ceremonies,  thought  by  many  to  be  so 
very  holy — but  1  speak  of  tliose  who  affect 
to  revere  them,  but  who,  by  their  conduct, 
too  often  render  them  a  disgusting  mum¬ 
mery.  As  a  means  of  elevating  religious 
feelings  and  of  uniting  more  closely,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  hcart-s  sincerely  engaged  in  social 
woi-ship,  a  few  ceremonies  are  certainly 
pleasing,  if  not  highly  useful  to  the  devout 
worshipiier  ;  but  when  they  ore  uselessly 
increased  to  make  a  parade,  they  beciime  a 
grievous  burden,  and  when  relied  on  as  a 
means  of  aiipeasing  an  angry  Deity  and 
therefore  necessary  to  salvation,  they  be¬ 
come  the  etibetance  of  religion,  and  that 
which  is  really  and  alone  true  religion  be¬ 
comes  the  mere  ghadotr.  Then  only,  can 
ceremonies  lie  worthy  of  censure ;  and  be¬ 
ing,  as  we  fear,  too  generally  thus  abused 
by  many  of  our  Orthodox  brethren,  as  they 
were  by  the  Jews,  we  have  deemed  them 
worthy  of  remark.  In  proselyting,  reli¬ 
gious  modes  of  dress,  disfigured  counten¬ 
ances,  long  prayei's,  and  oppressions  of  the 
poor  ;  in  extorting  money  from  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless,  for  “the  Lord's  treasu¬ 
ry’’ — in  short,  in  all  religious  rites  and 
practices  our  modern  professors  can  vie 
with  those  among  the  Jews— even  unto  for¬ 
bidding  good  to  be  done  on  a  certain  day  of 
the  week,  which  they  term  the  Sabbatlr !— 
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Canal  and  atcam-buaU  must  be  stopped — 
stagea  must  cense  ruimitig,  and  the  L'nit^d 
States’  mail  must  be  ubulislicd  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  .to  please  tliose  who  arro¬ 
gate  to  themselves  the  exclusive  title  of 
children  of  God.  Nor  is  this  all.  Physi¬ 
cians  have  resolved  not  to  visit  their  jm- 
tients  on  Sunday,  unless  they  were  in  im¬ 
minent  danger!  The  good,  pious  souls 
doubtless  believed  that  God  would  grant 
them  a  large  recompense,  in  his  lioly  liabi- 
tation,  for  neglecting  tlieir  duty  on  earth — 
for  refusing  to  alleviate  the  woes,  mitigate 
the  pains,  and  soothe  the  feverish  fears  ol 
their  sutfering  fellow-beings!  But  dues  the 
religion  of  Jesus  thus  steel  the  heart  to  tlie 
tuflerings  of  humanity  ?  Is  tliis  mourning 
with  those  who  mourn,  and  weeping  with 
those  who  w'eep  ?  No  ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  God  that  his  religion  is  nut  like  the  nar¬ 
row,  unfeeling  schemes  of  men,  miseaiied 
piety  and  goodness,  Tlic  religion  from 
above  is  pure,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated, 
prompting  to  good  works,  and  consi.sts  in 
visiting  the  widows  and  fatherless  in  their 
adlictions,  and  in  keeping  one’s  self  unspot¬ 
ted  from  the  world.  This  religion  was  in¬ 
tended,  not  for  one  day  in  seven  only,  but  is 
suited  to  all  times  and  seasons.  It  is  eijiial- 
ly  calculated  for  the  domestic  hearth,  the 
friendly  circle,  the  social  meal,  the  [irivate 
hour,  and  the  public  sanctuary.  It  consists 
not  alone  in  giving  lilierally  to  “the  Lord's 
treasury,”  observing  set  days,  and  |)crforin- 
ing  particular  ceremonies  ;  hut  was  institu¬ 
ted  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  tlie 
happiness  of  man,  by  spreading  abroad  the 
true  knowledge  of  Him,  wiiom  to  know  is 
life  eternal.  It  needs  not  the  scattering  ol 
“fire-brands,  arrows  and  death,”  to  produce 
a  conviction  of  its  truth ;  for  its  conversion 
is  “  ccasc  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well’' 
—the  fruits  of  that  conversion  arc,  doing  un¬ 
to  others  as  we  would  they  should  do  unto 
us,  and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  joy  in 
the  holy  spirit,  in  holding  fust  tlie  profession 
of  our  faith,  without  wavering  or  douliting, 
remembering  that  He  is  faithful  that  pro¬ 
mised.  Judgment  and  mercy  is  the  fulfil¬ 
ling  of  the  law,  not  ceremonies.  Love  to 
God  supreme,  and  to  our  neighlior  as  to 
ourselves,  is  the  requirement  of  the  gospel, 
and  not  the  observance  of  days  and  seasons, 
and  the  performance  of  outward  riles  alone. 
Fulfil  this  law— obey  these  requiremenus, 
and  you  will  no  longer  lie  cramped  on  that 
contracted  bed  which  is  shorter  than  that  a 
man  can  stretch  himself  on  it — under  tiiat 
narrow  covering  of  self-suiricicncy  whicli  is 
narrower  than  that  a  man  can  wrap  himself 
in  it— you  will  not  cry  out  as  did  the  self- 
righteous  Pharisee, — "God,  I  thank  thee 
that  I  am  not  as  other  men  arc'’ — or  as  did 
those  mentioned  by  the  prophet,  “stand  by 
thyself,  come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  ho¬ 
lier  than  thou.” 

Having  seen  that  the  sources,  from  which 
both  ancient  and  modern  Pharisees  derived 
their  opinions,  and  their  ceremonial  errors, 
were  so  very  similar — let  us  proceed  to  ex¬ 
wine  that  opinion,  which,  in  both,  was  and 
is  the  fruitful  cause  of  all  error.  During 
their  captivity  in  Babylon,  and  subsequently 


under  tlie  ^Macedonian  empire,  the  Jews 
imbilied  opinions  on  many  subjects  where¬ 
on  their  law  was  entirety  silent.  Among 
otliers,  we  lind  that  of  a  place  of  eiulles.s 
punislinieiit,  for  a  porlioti  of  the  human 
race,  in  another  state  of  being.  Sueli  a 
place  is  never  even  hinted  at  by  any  of  the 
Old  Testament  writers — a  positive  jiroof 
that  the  Jews  received  not  such  a  belief  bj' 
revelation,  but  from  a  I’orcign  and  profane 
source.  Cioscly  imitating  this  peculiarity 
of  the  Jews,  we  find  some  modern  Christ¬ 
ians  earnestly  contending  for  the  same  hor¬ 
rid  faith,  as  respects  those  whom  they  are 
pleased  to  term  .sinners  ;  ns  if  all  were  not 
sinners,  as  if  Christ  had  come  to  save  the 
righteous  only,  and  not  sinners.  We  say 
some  modern  Christians,  because  it  can  ne¬ 
ver  lie  proven  that  Christ  or  his  apo.stles 
taught  tliis  doctrine ;  that  any  of  the  early 
Christians  ever  taught  it  lK*fore  the  third 
century,  or  that  it  was  considered  as  the 
doctrine  of  the  Christian  church  until,  at 
least  five  hundred  yi'ars  after  the  death  of 
Christ,  when  Ptigan  superstitions  and  Hea¬ 
then  practices  obscured  the  pure  light  of  the 
gospel.  We  may  also  add,  that  although 
its  o|iposite,  Uiiiverstdism,  was  frequently 
and  publicly  taught,  it  never  w  as  censured 
until  in  the  fourth  century — all  of  which 
plainly  proves,  that  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery  is,  and  can  be,  no  part  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  religion. 

In  receiving  the  doctrine  of  endless  mise¬ 
ry,  the  Jews  were  true  to  self-righteousness, 
as  they  used  it  not  I'or  tliemselves,  but  for 
their  wicked,  unholy  neighbors.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  AVhitby,  the  Jews  believed  they 
all  would  enter  Elysium,  because  they  were 
the  children  of  Al>raliam  ;  but  the  poor  Gen¬ 
tiles  were  considered  as  fuel  for  hell-fire, 
liecause  they  were  not  drecended  from  so 
favored  a  progenitor.  Oh,  how  this  cruel, 
fiend-like  doctrine  has,  in  all  ages,  and 
among  all  people,  narrowed  the  illimitable 
grace  of  God  ! — the  boundless  salvation  of 
the  Most  High!  These  Pharisees  forgot 
that  the  great  Jehovah  had  promised  unto 
Ahrahani,  that,  in  his  seed,  shoubl  all  the 
nations,  lamilies,  and  kindreds  of  the  earth 
be  blessed.  They  forgot  the  ample  promi¬ 
ses  made  tlirough  their  prophets,  resjiceting 
the  Genrilo  church  ;  and  despised  every 
thing  but  their  own  narrow/  schemes — their 
own  filthy  sclf-riahtcousness.  “  We  have 
Abraham  to  our  father,”  was  the  expres¬ 
sion  continually  in  tlicir  mouths  when  any 
cv'iisurcs  were  urged  against  them.  In  vain 
they  were  told,  by  Him  who  “spake  as  man 
never  sp.ike,”  that  God  was  able  of  the 
stones  of  the  street  to  raise  up  children  unto 
Abraham — they  were  blind  unto  the  power 
and  wisdom  of  God,  because  of  their  ov/n 
contracted  views  of  justice  and  mercy.  It 
was  only  when  they  were  broken  ofl'  from 
the  natural  stem,  and  the  despised  wild  olive 
was  graltcd  into  their  stead,  that  they  found 
their  limited  views  interfering  with  the  uni¬ 
versal  impartiality  of  Jehovah,  and  perceiv¬ 
ed  their  narrow  covering  destroyed  and 
their  contracted  reposing  place  rejected,  be¬ 
cause  they  afforded  not  the  refuge  and  the 
repose  contained  in  the  gospel. 


Du  we  not,  even  at  this  day,  find  profess¬ 
ing  Christians  treailing  in  their  footsteps 
and  upholding  their  traditions  1  Enter  but 
our  churches,  and  you  will  often  hear  hell- 
fire,  abundant  and  endless,  proclaimed  as 
the  doctrines — ^j  ea,  as  the  gospel — the  good 
iieifg  of  that  gospel  which  proclaimed  Jesus 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  brought  life 
nnrl  immortality  to  light  as  the  inheritance 
of  all  mankind.  Who  are  threatened  with 
it?  Not  themselves  I  trow?  No;  this 
“awful  reality,”  as  it  is  termed,  is  only  de¬ 
nounced  on  the  disobedient,  the  unfaithful, 
the  sinners,  “aliens  from  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Israel,”  and  heretics  from  the  true 
faith  ; — but,  “  we  .saints — we  of  the  church, 
for  us  is  reserved  the  bliss  and  glories  of 
eternity.”  if  a  reason  for  this  unnatural 
dilTerence  lie  demanded,  the  answer  of  the 
Pharisees  is  given — “  We  have  Abraham 
to  our  father — not  naturally,  it  is  true,  but 
spiritually,  for  we  are  of  the  faithful.” — 
They  may  say  that  “  Christ  Jesus  is  a  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  ovr  sins” — but  they  will  not 
add,  “and  not  for  owes  only,  but  for  the  sins 
of  the  tvkole  tcorld,”  3Iay  God  forgive  the 
ignorance  of  conceited  man,  in  that  he  knows 
not,  “  all  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray,” 
and  that  “God  has  concluded  all  in  unbe¬ 
lief!"’  When  the  narrow  refuge  of  these, 
our  brethren,  is  destroyed — when  their  con- 
liacted  rcjiosing  place  is  swept  away  by  the 
floods  of  divine  truth,  then  may  they  learn 
that  tlie  ferlic|)hcrd  of  souls  came  “  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,'’  and  that 
“  God  hath  concluded  all  in  unbelief’ — not 
that  he  might  damn  all,  but  “thathe  might 
have  mercy  on  all.” 

Instead  of  spending  useless  lamentations 
over  the  present  impenitence,  unbelief,  and 
hardness  of  heart  in  these,  our  deceived 
brethren,  let  us,  whobclieve  in  “the living 
God,”  strive,  by  looking  at  the  end  of  this 
matter,  to  liear  in  our  hearts  a  lively  grati¬ 
tude  towards  that  “  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,”  who  in  his  mercy,  hath  taught 
us  to  ho|)e  for  better  things.  As  the  errors 
of  the  Jews  did  not  prevent  God  from 
working  his  great  work,  and  from  bringing 
to  pass  his  act,  even  his  strange  act,  so  theso 
erroneous  opinions  of  our  brethren  will  not 
hinder  “a  just  God  and  a  Saviour,”  from 
accomplishing  that  “mystery  of  his  will 
which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself  according 
to  his  good  pleasure,”  and  by  which  he  is 
able  to  suWue  all  things  unto  himself,  and 
transform  us  into  the  image  and  likeness 
of  his  Sion,  by  bringing  us  into  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth — by  making  us  willing, 
in  the  day  of  his  power,  to  receive  that  life 
which  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  When 
our  deluded  fellow -beings  shall  have  learned 
their  catechisms,  and  assented  to  their  con¬ 
fessions  of  faith — when  they  shall  have 
heard  all  their  preacher  can  tell  them,  and 
performed  all  their  church  has  commanded 
— they  may  imagine  they  have  found  rest 
for  their  panting  souls— they  may  believe 
they  have  found  a  safe  refuge  and  a  certain 
abiding  place,  under  which  their  fears  shall 
no  longer  trouble,  and  their  doubts  no  more 
torment  them.  But  when  they  shall  awake 
to  a  true  sense  of  their  situation,  and  find. 
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tlial  instead  of  Iteing  pure  and  holy  saints, 
they  arc  only  frail  and  sinful  beings — when 
some  belove<l  friend  or  companion  shall  de¬ 
part  to  “  that  bourne,  from  whence  no  tra¬ 
veller  returns,”  without  having  experienced 
what  they  call  “a  living  hojH*” — when  a 
dear  parent,  brother  or  sister,  child  or  part¬ 
ner  shall  be  called  from  earth,  suddenly, 
and  without  that  preparation  which  their 
charch  deems  necessary,  then  will  they 
“  mourn  as  those  without  hope” — then  will 
they  seek,  but  find  no  rest  on  the  bed  of 
partial  salvation — then  will  they  shrink  un¬ 
der  the  narrow  covering  of  self-righteous¬ 
ness,  but  from  the  shafis  of  despair  it  will 
not  secure  their  lacerated  bosoms!  And 
why?  "For  tlie  bed  is  shorter  than  that 
they  ran  stretch  themselves  on  it ;  and  the 
covering  narrower  than  that  they  can  wrap 
themselves  in  it,”  They  have  trusted  to  an 
nrm  of  flesh,  instead  of  the  omnipotence  of 
the  great  Jehovah — they  have  relied  on  hu¬ 
man  devices,  instead  of  the  fatherly  love 
and  impartial  grace  of  God — they  have  de¬ 
pended  for  salvation  on  their  own  works, 
instead  oflooking  to  the  benevolence  of  Him, 
who  alone  is  able  and  willing  to  save,  even 
to  the  uttermost ;  and  now,  Irchold,  it  is 
with  them  "as  when  an  hungry  man  dreain- 
cth,  and,  behold,  he  eatelh ;  but  he  awak- 
eth,  and  his  soul  is  empty :  or  as  when  a 
thirsty  man  dreameth,  and  behold  hedrink- 
€:th  ;  but  he  aw’aketh,  and  behold  he  is  faint, 
and  his  soul  hath  appetite.”  Away  then, 
with  the  broken  cisterns  which  will  hold  no 
water,  and  come  ye  tothe  fountain  of  living 
waters!  Away  with  the  cove."ings  so  scanty 
that  yc  cannot  wrap  yourselves  in  them : 
and  seek  ye  for  a  refuge  the  ample  folds  of 
the  salvation  of  God !  Throw  to  one  side 
your  creeds  and  conlessions  of  faith,  which 
are  so  very  contracted  that  cramped  indeed 
must  that  mind  be  wdiich  reposes  on  them 
alone,  and  come  ye  for  information  to  this 
volume — learn  from  hence,  the  truth  of 
God's  unlimited  love  and  universal  good¬ 
ness;  then  go  and  see  the  soul-enlivening 
lesson  confirmed  by  the  fruitful  earth,  the 
impartial  showers,  the  silent  dew,  the  glo¬ 
rious  sun,  and  the  star-studded  canopy  of 
heaven !  In  the  language  of  the  prophet, 
"  Ho  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to 
the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money  : 
come  ye,  buy  and  cat ;  yea,  come  buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money  and  without  price. 
Wherefore  do  yc  spend  money  for  that 
which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labor  for  that 
which  satisficth  not?  Hearken  diligently 
unto  me,  and  cat  ye  that  w  hich  is  good,  and 
let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness.” — 
Wherew  ith  wilt  thou  come  before  tlie  Lord, 
and  bow  thyself  before  the  Most  High  ? — 
"Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thtnisands 
of  rams,  or  tens  of  thousands  of  rivers  of 
oil?”  No,  my  friends;  but  "He  hath 
shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and 
what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  to  w  alk  humbly 
with  thy  God  ?”  These,  then,  are  all  the 
duties  required  by  a  God  who  is  not  only 
able,  but  willing  to  save  all,  and  has  pro¬ 
mised  so  to  do,  in  this  volume  of  his  will, 
lie  is  not  a  God  who  would  save  oil,  if  he 


could,  but  «-annot;  nor  is  he  a  God  who 
could  save  all,  if  lie  would,  but  will  not; 
for  omnipotent  and  omnilicnignant  is  the 
Lord  God  whom  wc  adore — hallowed  Ik? 
his  name — his  mercy  endurcth  forever,  and 
his  truth  to  all  generations — he  giveth  power 
to  the  faint,  and  to  the  w'cak  he  incrcascth 
strength  !  Let  all  Israel,  therefore,  trust  in 
the  Ijord,  and  all  nations  hope  in  the  name 
of  Jehovah  whose  counsels  shall  stand  and 
he  tvilldo  all  his  pleasure. — Ame.v. 

The  tuijettire  applied  to  the  revival,  in  the 
caption  of  the  following  able  communication, 
sounds  harsh  on  first  perusal ;  yet  after  reading 
and  considering  the  reasons  why  it  was  used, 
wc  cannot  but  call  it  just  and  appropriate.  We 
commend  the  whole  article  to  the  attentive  pe¬ 
rusal  of  all  our  readers.  O. 

[For  Iht  Magazine  an^  Adeoeated 
TO  THE  PRESBYTEItlAN  CLERGY, 
Assod/itcfi  in  a  recent  attempt  to  produce  a  hellish 
rerirul  in  the  Tillage  of  Ifatertotcn,  Jefferson 
county,  N.  1'. 

Gentlemen — The  meeting  concerning 
which  I  now  address  you,  wsis  attended  in 
this  village  from  the  8th  to  the  11th  inst., 
inclusive;  and  like  some  meteorous  explo¬ 
sion,  its  trail  still  lingers  in  the  horizon. 
Were  it  consistent  for  me  to  allow  this  sub¬ 
ject  to  pass  in  silence,  I  would  gladly  spare 
you  any  further  trouble  in  relation  to  it. — 
IJut  being  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
address  you,  1  hope  you  will  receive  and 
examine  what  I  mayofl'er,  with  all  the  can¬ 
dor  and  patience,  for  wliich  you  arc  distin¬ 
guished — more  I  do  not  expect.  I  cannot 
ask  you  to  exercise  qualities  which  you  do 
tint  possess. 

l^erhaps  the  adjective,  by  which  I  have 
qualified  your  revival,  may  sound  harshly 
in  your  ears.  But  why  should  it?  Have  you 
an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  that  word  ? 
If  you  have,  please  to  make  it  appear.  If 
not,  1  presume  you  will  not  complain  of  me 
for  applying  one  of  its  derivatives  to  your 
revivals ;  especially  if  I  explain  what  I  tnean 
by  it.  If  any  but  ministers  should  freely 
use  such  awful  words,  it  might  be  considered 
profane — but  you  know,  gentlemen,  xve  are, 
in  some  respects,  a  privileged  class.  By 
a  hellish  revival,  I  mean  a  revival  "be¬ 
longing  to  hell”— or  fimnded  on  the_/Va;-of 
hell.  S?urcly'  jmu  will  not  deny  tlnit  your 
revival  so  completely  belongs  to  hell,  that  it 
could  not  exist  without  hell — nor  without 
the  fear  of  hell  Is  not  my  use  of  the  term 
completely  vindicated  ?  1  trust  you  will  al¬ 

low  it  is. 

It  is  matter  of  surprise.  Gentlemen,  that 
you  are  not  conscience-smitten  for  giving 
such  an  abominable  character  to  the  Crea¬ 
tor.  \  ou  represent  him  to  Ik?  an  infuriated 
Iteing — burning  with  vengeance  against  his 
own  creatures — millions  of  whom  he  hits 
doomed  to  endless  torments,  you  clothe 
him  with  all  the  terrors  of  immortal  wrath, 
and  accuse  him  of  cursing  his  creatures 
with  an  existence,  which  they  did  not  soli¬ 
cit,  and  which  he  always  knew  would  form 
the  basis  of  interminable  pain.  You  affirm 
tliat  he  will  deny  to  the  miserable,  even  the 


hope  of  the  termination  of  their  sorrows; 
when  it  is  in  his  power,  either  to  annihilate 
or  save  them.  You  say  he  will  save  some 
sinners  in  violation  of  justice,  and  consign 
others,  whose  characters  arc  no  worse,  to 
the  agonies  of  an  infernal  volcano,  where 
the  keenest  torments  shall  never  cease.  In 
short,  you  give  a  character  to  God,  which 
would  disgrace  any  earthly  father — which 
cannet  be  safely  imitated  in  human  society 
— and  which  is  directly  contradicted  by  ev¬ 
ery  thing  wc  behold  in  the  grand  systems 
of  Nature,  Providence  and  Revelation.— 
After  thus  blackening  the  character  of  the 
best  of  beings — after  »hus  traducing  your 
heavenly  Father,  either  by  mistake  or  de¬ 
sign — how  do  you  speak  of  yourselves? 
You  say  you  possess  ardent  love  to  man¬ 
kind — you  pray  for  their  salvation — yon 
preach  and  labor  diligently  to  save  sinners 
f  rom  the  eternal  fury  of  an  angry  God — 
and  yet  you  pretend  God  sends  you  to  save 
men  from  his  own  wrath !  Gentlemen,  how 
can  you  represent  yourselves  to  be  so  much 
belter  than  God  ?  Were  God  as  good  as 
you  represent  yourselves  to  be,  he  would 
ptit  forth  the  arm  of  his  power  and  save  the 
w  hole  race  of  man. 

By  what  means  have  you  attempted  to 
produce  a  revival  ?  By  violent  gestimtla- 
tions — frantic  intonations  of  voice — thun¬ 
dering  denunciations  of  eternal  wo — tedi¬ 
ous  repetitions — falsehotKls — and  numerons 
Jesuitical  and  Monkish  tricks,  you  appeal 
to  the  passions  of  the  multitude — and  if  you 
can  lash  those  passions  into  fury,  you  scorn 
to  have  obtained  your  object.  You  take  bat 
very  little  pains  to  instruct  the  public,  al¬ 
most  constantly  assuming,  instead  of  pror- 
ing  your  premises.  One  of  your  number 
publicly  asserted  that  Christ  wept  over  Je¬ 
rusalem  at  the  Mount  of  Olivet,  "TOying, 
if  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least  in 
this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto 
thy  peace — but  now  they  are  forevee  hid 
from  thine  eyes !”  Another  of  your  num- 
lK?r  affirmed  that  God  had  declared  "the 
wages  of  sin  is  eternal  death”  !  Now, 
Gentlemen,  I  tell  you  before  the  world,  that 
both  the  above  statements  are  false  !  No 
such  language  is  contained  in  the  Bible! 
You  will  please  excuse  me  for  calling  things 
by  their  right  names  ;  i.  c.  if  you  think  any 
excuse  needed.  If  the  wages  of  sin  be 
cteeno/death,  and  every  sinner  must  receive 
his  wages,  will  yoti  not  be  lost  as  well  as 
others?  Do  you  not  thus  efTcctually  and 
eternally  close  the  door  of  divine  mercy 
against  all  mankind  ? 

In  the  third  chapter  of  the  prophecy  of 
Daniel,  you  w  ill  find  an  account  of  a  revi¬ 
val  fourided  on  fear.  "  The  image  of  gold” 
did  not  possess  intrinsic  charms,  sufficient 
to  produce  the  homage  of  the  people.  Ifit 
had,  Nebuchadnezzar  would  have  had  no 
use  for  "  a  burning  fiery  furnace.”  Th* 
worship  of  the  image  was  founded  on  the 
fear  of  the  furnace.  Was  not  that  worship 
sincere?  Most  certainly  tho  worshippers 
sincerely  desired  to  avoid  the  furnace.  But 
if  the  image  had  possessed  sufficient  excel¬ 
lence,  the  furnace  would  have  been  unno- 
ceaanry.  So,  GentlemwL  your  bumiug 
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fiery  furnace  would  be  entirely  useless,  if 
the  divinity  you  would  induce  mankind  to 
worship,  were  in  the  possession  of  moral 
excellence  enough  to  command  the  best 
feelings  of  the  human  heart— or,  in  other 
words,  if  you  did  not  so  represent  God,  as 
to  repel  the  holiest  feelings  of  liuman  na¬ 
ture.  Feor  may  perhaps  restrain  from 
overt  acts  of  wickedness — hut  it  can  never 
produce  that  worship  and  obedience  which 
God  requires — for  lie  requires  the  unfeigned 
and  cheerful  homage  of  the  heart. 

Dr.  L.  Beecher  of  Boston,  says — "  1 
have  not  found  naked  terror  to  do  much  exe¬ 
cution,  either  ae  the  means  of  awakening 
men,  or  producing  submission."  Judging 
by  your  late  exertions  in  this  village,  you 
think  more  favorably  of  naked  terror,  than 
Dr.  Beecher  does.  A  Presbyterian  Con¬ 
vention  which  met  a  few  years  since  at  New 
Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  to  consider  the  subject  of 
revivals — a  Convention  attended  by  some  of 
your  most  distinguished  men,  voted  unani¬ 
mously  that  *•  There  may  be  so  much  human 
infirmity,  and  indiscretion,  and  wickedness 
of  men,  in  conducting  a  revival  of  religion,  as 
to  render  the  general  evils  which  flow  from 
this  infirmity,  indiscretion  and  wickedness 
of  man,  greater  than  the  local  and  tempora¬ 
ry  advantages  of  the  revival :  that  is,  this 
infirmity,  indiscretion  and  wickedness  of 
man  may  be  the  means  of  preventing  the 
conversion  of  more  souls  tiia:*  may  have 

BEEX  CONVERTED  DURING  THE  REVIVAL”  ! 

How  then  are  mankind  to  know  whether 
God,  or  the  Devil,  reigns  in  a  Presbyterian 
revival  of  religion  ? 

There  appears  to  lie  a  simultaneous  move¬ 
ment  throughout  the  country  among  your 
denomination,  in  holding  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  revivals.  It  is  but  a 
short  time  since  you  were  petitioning  Con¬ 
gress  to  legislate  upon  a  religirius  question, 
which  has  been  in  dispute  for  centuries. — 
Some,  who  were  associated  with  you  in 
those  petitions,  about  a  year  since,  express¬ 
ed  a  determination  to  petition  till  your  ob¬ 
ject  should  be  obtained,  be  it  sooner  or  la¬ 
ter.  But  it  seems  a  few  experiments  bavc  | 
satisfied  you  that  you  are  not  yet  strong 
enough  to  control,  or  rather  prostrate  t!ic 
civil  liberties  of  your  countrymen.  If  I 
have  been  correctly  informed,  you  have 
concluded  to  desist  from  petitioning  Con¬ 
gress  for  the  present — but  you  have  still  the 
same  object  in  view.  You  have  merely 
changed  the  modus  operundi.  Yoit  have 
most  furiously  set  about  making  converts — 
correctly  judging,  that  if  yon  can  obtain 
numbers  and  influence  enough — ^j’ou  can 
easily  alter,  or  remove  every  obstacle  to  an 
ecclesiastical  establishment,  which 
our  laws  and  constitutions  contain.  Not- 
witlistanding  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
your  measures,  I  will  in  justice  exonerate 
you  from  bad  motives,  or  treasonable  de¬ 
signs — for  I  suppose  you  do  verily  lielicve 
this  country  would  lie  in  a  much  better  situa¬ 
tion,  if  your  denomination  could  make  all 
our  laws !  If  you  are  to  have  all  the  favors 
of  Heaven  in  a  future  life — analogy  would 
seem  to  require  that  you  should  possess  all 
tho  privilc^  of  this  life — while  those  who 


will  not  follow  with  you,  and  think  as  you 
do,  should  be  considered  everlasting  out¬ 
laws  from  the  providential  blessings  and  sa¬ 
ving  grace  of  God ! 

Gentlemen,  the  Bible  docs  not  warrant 
your  violent  and  extravagant  proceedings  in 
getting  up  revivals.  Every  thing  contained 
in  that  sacred  book  is  against  you.  I  will 
notice  a  few  instances,  illustrative  of  this 
position.  By  reading  the  book  of  Nehemi- 
ah,  you  will  find  an  account  of  a  reforma¬ 
tion  among  the  ancient  people  of  God. — 
How  was  it  produced  ?  By  addressing  the 
passions  and  fears  of  men  ?  By  the  most 
horrid  denunciations  of  endless  torture? — 
No.  “They  read  in  the  book  of  the  law 
of  God  distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense,  and 
caused  them  (the  people)  to  tinderstand  the 
rcailing.”  A  great  revival  was  producetl 
by  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist  in  the 
land  of  Judea.  Did  John  say,  repent,  or 
you  will  lie  damned  forever — you  will  sink 
in  the  “  fire  of  ileath” — you  will  go  down  to 
hell — an  eternal  hell,  where  your  indescri¬ 
bable  despair  shall  continue  while  endless 
ages  shall  circle  onward  ?  No.  John  the 
Baptist  never  heard  any  thing  of  your  hell 
— he  never  used  the  word  hell !  He  preached 
just  as  Universalists  now  do,  “repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven  (not  hell)  is  at 
hand.” 

A  remarkable  revival  was  produced  by 
the  apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  In 
the  preaching  which  produced  it,  not  a  word 
was  said  about  hell — or  the  endless  tor¬ 
ments  of  hell.  The  inspired  apostles  never 
attempted  to  terrify  people  with  the  fear  of 
an  eternal  hell.  Examine  the  book  of  .\cts 
—examine  all  the  scriptural  accounts  of  the 
apostolic  labors,  and  you  will  find  they  con¬ 
stantly  appealed  to  the  understandings,  and 
to  the  best  feelings  of  mankind — and  that 
too,  in  the  most  calm,  rational  and  dignified 
manner.  Would  to  God  that  all  who  at¬ 
tempt  to  give  religious  instruction,  would 
adopt,  such,  and  only  such  means  fur  the 
dissemination  of  divine  knowledge.  Then 
“truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  earth;  and 
righteousness  shall  look  down  from  Hea¬ 
ven.” 

Gentlemen,  I  have  said  but  little  in  com¬ 
parison  with  what  might,  in  truth,  be  said. 
[  have  cndeaTored  to  express  multum  in 
parro.  Judge  not  according  to  your  feel¬ 
ings;  “but  judge  righteous  judgment.”  I 
hope  you  will  not  construe  any  expression 
contained  in  this  letter  to  signify  unfriend¬ 
liness,  for  I  feel  no  such  emotion  towards 
either  of  you.  On  the  contrary,  I  wish  you 
more  wisdom — more  circumsficction — more 
charity — more  honesty — more  holiness — 
and  more  peace. 

With  no  very  exalted  opinion  of  your  sen¬ 
timents,  but  with  all  due  respect  for  your 
persons,  I  am.  Gentlemen,  vours,  kc. 

P.  iMOllSE. 

Watcrtoicn,  March  17,  1831. 

To  do  what  we  will  is  natural  liberty :  to 
do  what  we  will,  consistently  with  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  community  to  which  we  belong, 
is  civil  liberty ;  that  is  to  say,  the  only  liber¬ 
ty  to  bo  desir^  in  a  state  of  civil  society. 
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RELIGIOUS  NOTICES. 

Br.  W.  Bullard  will  preach  at  Cazenovia, 
on  Sunday  evening  next ;  at  Oran,  on  Monday 
evening;  and  at  Pompey,  East  Hollow,  oo 
Tuesday  evening.  He  will  also  preach  at  Lee- 
ville,  on  Sunday  evening,  April  10th;  at  Erie- 
ville,  on  Monday  evening,  April  11th;  and  at 
Do  Ruyter,  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  12th. 

Tlie  Junior  Editor  will  preach  at  New- 
llartford,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  ia 
each  month,  unless  when  on  an  exchange  with 
some  of  liis  ministering  brethren.  He  will  alto 
preach  at  Sullivan,  on  tlie  first  Sunday  in  April. 

The  Junior  Editor  will  supply  the  desk  in 
the  Universalist  Chapel  in  this  village,  in  ex¬ 
change  with  Br.  D.  Skinner,  who  preaches  in 
Ncw-Harlford,  to-morrow. 

TO  ALL,  WHOM  IT  .MAY  CONCERN. 

I  will  meet  any  clergyman  or  preacher  of 
any  order,  whether  learned  or  unlearned,  at 
Kcmpvillc,  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  on  Wed- 
nesd.iy,  the  13th  of  April  next,  at  11  o’clock, 
.4.  M.,  and  will  endeavor  to  support  the  final 
salvation  of  all  men,  by  the  following  rules  of 
debate : — Each  party  shall  have  ten  minutes 
unmolested — the  debate  to  continue  till  both 
parties  arc  satisfied — and  under  a  Moderator, 
who  shall  be  .agreed  on  by  both  parties. 

ISAAC  WHITNALL,  of  Barre. 

WiTNFASES. — N.  Swarthout,  James  Wisner, 
Calvin  Morton,  T.  Peabody,  Alvah  McCor¬ 
mick,  S.  Waldron,  jr.,  J.  D.  Cooper,  Lewi* 
-Mead,  Samuel  Macklem,  Marcus  Wilson. 

(O’  New  subscribers  can  be  furnished  with 
all  the  back  numbers  of  the  present  volume  of 
this  paper.  We  have  yet  several  hundred  co¬ 
pies  of  all  the  numbers  on  hand ;  so  that  our 
agents  shall  have  all  orders  for  new  sets  punc¬ 
tually  furnished. 

TO  READERS. 

'Fhe  length  of  the  sermon,  and  of  the  only 
communication  we  have  been  able  to  find  room 
for.  must  be  our  apology  for  the  absence  of  muck 
editorial  matter.  In  our  next  we  hope  to  intro¬ 
duce  many  correspondents  to  our  readers,  and 
also  to  take  our  share  of  the  conversation  with 
them.  G. 

THE  SERMON. 

4Ve  owe,  perhaps,  an  apology  for  republish¬ 
ing  the  sermon  in  this  day’s  paper.  The  one 
we  had  intended  to  publish  was  mislaid  and 
could  not  be  found,  and  having  none  other  pre¬ 
pared  for  publication,  we  had  to  ofler  what  we 
could — we  hope  it  will  be  accepted  as  the  apol¬ 
ogy  for  something  more  new  to  those  who  have 
already  sees  ib  G. 


to 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


lot 

NOTICE  TO  PATRONS. 

This  number  completes  the  first  quarter  of  tlie 
present  year.  We  tender  our  very  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  to  those  of  our  agents  and 
•ubscribers  who  have  paid  for  the  current  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Magazine  and  Advocate  in  advance. 
We  presume  the  satisfaction  to  publisher  and 
patron  has  been  mutual :  fur  while  prompt  pay¬ 
ment  has  enabled  the  former  to  keep  his  credit 
from  entire  dissolution,  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  it  has  saved  the  latter  fiAy  cents  in 
the  price  of  the  volume,  given  him  a  clear  con- 
Bcicnce,  and  the  comfortable  reflection  that  his 
debts  were  paid. 

Agents  who  have  procured  a  number  of  sub- 
Bcribers,  collected  pay  of  a  part  of  them,  and 
wish  a  few  days  or  few  weeks  to  see  tlie  rest, 
and  collect  and  forward  fur  all  at  once,  will  not 
be  charged  any  thing  extra  for  such  necessary  or 
excusable  delay.  Those  subscribers  who  live 
out  of  the  state,  and  so  distant  as  to  require 
several  weeks  to  send  and  receive  papers  and 
letters,  will  be  allowed  to  the  middle  of  April 
for  paying  in  advance ;  likewise  others  who  can 
render  a  reasonable  excuse  for  a  few  weeks  de- 
lay.  New  subscribers  will  be  allowed  three 
fsumihs  from  the  time  they  subscribed,  or  re¬ 
ceived  the  first  numbers.  In  all  other  respects 
and  cases,  the  terms  of  the  publication  will  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  All  therefore,  who  wish  to 
save  fifty  cents  in  the  price  of  the  volume,  will 
comply  witlitlie  conditions  relative  to  advance 


Wc  have  received  complaints  from  several 
places,  (Lagrange,  Alabama,  for  one,)  tliat  our 
paper  has  not  been  regularly  received,  and  that 
more  than  half  of  the  numbers  have  entirely 
failed  of  reaching  their  place  of  direction. 

Now  we  arc  wholly  unable  to  divine  the  cause 
of  these  failures,  except  it  be  in  the  mail  depart¬ 
ment — the  Magazine  and  Advocate  is  regularly 
and  faithfully  mailed  every  week.  If  it  docs  not 
regularly  reach  our  subscribers,  there  must  be 
some  mismanagement  among  some  of  the  Post¬ 
masters  between  us  and  them,  or  at  the  place  of 
its  destination.  Will  some  of  our  Orthodox 
Post-masters  have  tlie  goodness  to  explain  the 
fnysUry,  either  to  us,  or  to  our  subscribers,  be¬ 
fore  they  arc  called  on  to  do  it  to  higher  au¬ 
thority  f  S. 

O.  A.  BR0WX80N. 

We  have  lately  received  several  communica¬ 
tions  from  highly  esteemed  correspondents,  re¬ 
lative  to  this  individual,  some  of  them  severely 
•ensuring,  and  pointedly  rebuking  him,  and 
others  speaking  greatly  in  his  favor.  As  we 
wish  no  controversy  between  brethren  to  be 
carried  on  in  our  columns,  on  this  subject,  we 
shall  suspend,  at  least  for  the  present,  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  their  several  remarks.  The  follow¬ 
ing  information,  together  with  the  invariably  at¬ 
tendant  evils  of  such  a  controversy,  will,  we 
think,  doubtlessly  satisfy  all,  os  to  ths  propriety 


of  our  course.  Mr.  Browusou  disclaims  the 
name  of  Universalist,  while  he  calls  himself  a 
Unitarian — and  in  speaking  of  the  spread  of 
Univcrsalism,  deprecates  our  preaching  and 
writing  on  controverted  subjects  and  doctrinal 
points.  As  he  disclaims  our  name — is  not  a 
member  of  any  of  our  associated  bodies — repre¬ 
hends  our  practices — and  though  he  has  not 
openly  arrayed  himself  against  our  distinguish¬ 
ing  tenets,  yet  he  stands  entirely  unconnected 
with  our  order,  (and,  by  the  bye,  we  are  per¬ 
fectly  satisfied  that  he  should  so  stand,)  we  pre¬ 
sume  our  correspondents  will  perfectly  agree 
witli  us  as  to  the  propriety  of  letting  him  alone 
— neither  caressing  nor  reprehending  him.  “To 
his  own  master  he  standeth  or  fallcth.”  Eds. 

L’MVEaSALlST  CHUKCH  I.\  UTICA. 

On  Thursday  the  17tli  inst.  “  The  first  Lmi- 
versalist  Church  in  Utica,”  which  has  recently 
been  organized  in  this  place,  was  publicly  re¬ 
cognized,  received  and  acknowledged  as  a 
branch  of  the  visible  church  of  Christ  on  earth, 
and  a  member  of  the  family  of  Universalist 
churches  in  .America.  The  services  on  tlie  oc¬ 
casion  were  performed  in  the  following  manner : 

1.  Reading  of  select  Scriptures  by  Br.  A.  B. 
Crush.  2.  Hymn.  3.  Prayer  by  Br.  Wm. 
Underwood.  4.  Hymn.  5.  Sermon  by  Br.  D. 
Skiniie.*from  .Matt,  xvi :  19.  “And  upon  tliis 
rock  I  will  build  my  church  ;  and  tlie  gates  of 
bell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  6.  Receiving 
the  members  by  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  by 
the  Pastor  of  the  Church.  7.  Concluding  Pray¬ 
er  by  Br.  Grosh.  The  services  throughout  wore 
solemn  and  impressive,  and  listened  to  and  ob¬ 
served  with  the  most  serious  and  devout  atten¬ 
tion,  by  the  respectable  congregation  present. 

The  number  of  members  received  by  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  on  this  day,  with  those  ad¬ 
ded  on  the  Sabbath  following,  was  between  forty 
and  fifty,  consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  males 
and  females,  a  majority  of  whom  are  heads  of 
families.  And  there  are  now  between  twenty 
and  thirty  other  candidates  for  tlic  church,  who 
will  probably  be  added  previous  to  our  next 
communion. 

On  Sunday  last  the  Eucharist,  or  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per,  was  administered  by  the  Pastor,  assisted  by 
our  aged  Brother  Underwood,  at  the  close  of  the 
forenoon  service ;  when  this  newly  constituted 
branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  at  the  board  of 
our  blessed  Master,  partook  of  the  elements 
symbolically  representing  the  broken  body  and 
flowing  blood  of  the  world’s  Redeemer.  It 
was  to  us  indeed  a  most  tenderly  melting  and 
interesting  season — to  witness  bretliren  and  sis¬ 
ters  meeting  together  and  mingling  their  affec¬ 
tions  and  devotions  at  the  table  of  the  Redeemer 
— a  table  which  God  had  “  prepared  for  us  in 
the  midst  of  our  enemies”— exercising  that  faith 

*  We  mnch  rpjrretted  ihnl  in  consequence  of  a  call  lo 
attend  a  tiinerul  the  same  aflemonn,  Br.  B.  R.  Smith, 
who  had  been  expected  to  preacU  the  sermon,  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  attending. 


tliat  “works  by  love  and  purifi«s_ths  heart;” 
believing  the  Saviour  as  good  and  as  gracious  to 
others  as  he  is  to  us ;  that  having  given  “himself 
a  ransom  for  all  to  be  testified  in  due  time,”  we 
can  joyfully  anticipate  the  consummation  of  hie 
labors,  when  “  he  shall  sec  of  the  travail  of  his 
soul  and  be  satisfied.”  And  weeannotbut  hope 
and  believe  that  the  impressions  and  feelings 
produced  by  these  solemn  and  interesting  servi¬ 
ces,  will  be  salutary  and  lasting  on  the  minds, 
both  of  tlie  communicants  and  many  of  the 
thronged  assembly  of  spectators.  Truly  has 
the  I.ord  revived  his  work  in  the  midst  of  us — 
He  has  “  satisfied  the  poor  of  Zion  with  bread,” 
and  “her  saints  shout  for  joy.”  The  cause  of 
universal  grace  was  never  more  prosperous  in 
this  place  than  at  the  present  time,  when  every 
effort  has  been  made,  and  is  making  to  over¬ 
whelm  it  with  disgrace  and  opprobrium.  We 
can  truly  say,  wc  have  a  revival  hero  among 
Univcrsalists ;  but  thank  God,  not  such  an  one 
as  is  experienced  among  our  opposers — a  revi¬ 
val,  not  of  doubts,  and  fears,  and  gloomy'fanati- 
cism,  but  of  rational  faith,  animating  hope  and 
practical  religion — not  produced  by  the  terrors 
of  endless  wrath,  nor  tlie  excitement  of  passion, 
but  by  sober  conviction  from  a  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  word  of  God,  and  the  rich  promises 
of  our  gracious  Father  in  Heaven.  May  the 
Lord  perfect  the  good  work  he  has  begun,  and 
add  to  the  church  daily  such  as  shall  be  saved 
from  the  evil  that  is  in  the  world. 

Wc  cannot  close  tliis  article  without  affection¬ 
ately  and  earnestly  exhorting  all  who  have  na¬ 
med  tlie  name  of  Christ,  to  depart  from  all  ini¬ 
quity,  abstaining  from  the  very  appearance  of 
evil — all  wlio  have  publicly  professed  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Jesus,  to  walk  wortliy  of  the  high  voca¬ 
tion  wherewith  you  arc  called.  Deal  justly, 
love  mercy,  walk  humbly ;  denying  ungodliness 
and  every  worldly  lust,  lire  soberly,  righteously 
and  godly  in  the  present  world.  Remember, 
dear  brethren  and  sisters,  the  world  sees  you, 
your  enemies  watch  you  and  anxiously  wait  for 
your  halting;  and  above  all,  remember,  God 
sees  you,  searcheth  your  hearts,  and  trieth  your 
reins.  O  how  important,  then,  that  your  lives 
should  be  such  as  to  set  a  seal  on  the  lips  of  your 
enemies,  that  they  may  have  no  evil  thing  to  say 
of  you,  tliat  your  conversation  should  be  such 
as  bccometh  the  gospel  of  Christ,  such  as  your 
own  consciences  will  approve  at  all  times,  and 
such  os  the  all-seeing  Eye  shall  look  upon  with 
approbation.  Let  your  light  so  shine  that  others 
seeing  your  good  works,  may  be  led  to  glorify 
your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.  And  that  our 
numbers  may  increase,  but  more  especially  our 
Christian  graces  and  virtues,  is  the  sincere  wish 
and  fervent  prayer  of  your  affectionate  Pastor. 

N.  B.  We  intend  ere  long,  publishing  ths 
General  Profession  of  Faith,  Declaration,  Cove¬ 
nant  and  Constitution  of  the  Church,  for  the 
benefit  of  aister  Societies  and  Churches  abroad. 


EVAXaEfJCAIi  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


EXPLANATION....NO.  II. 

A.  T.  L.  of  South  Chili,  asks  for  an  explana¬ 
tion  and  reconciliation  of  the  following  passa¬ 
ges: — Matt  xiii:  40,  41,  42,  40,  and  50 — 1st 
Corinthians,  XV :  22,24,28.  The  phrases  which 
he  seems  most  to  wish  explaiifcd,  are,  “the 
end  of  this  world,”  and  “  then  cometh  the  end,” 
spoken  in  reference  to  two  very  different  mani¬ 
festations  of  divine  judgment ;  the  first  being 
unto  condemnation,  and  the  latter  unto  salvation. 
Our  correspondent  will  find  his  difficulties  easily 
solved  by  consulting  Dr.  Clarke  in  his  com¬ 
ments  on  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  ex¬ 
tracts  from  which  were  published  in  the  Maga¬ 
zine  and  Advocate  a  few  weeks  since.  The 
Dr.  there  states  that  the  phrases,  “this  world,” 
“the  present  world,”  (age,  or  dispensation,  in 
the  original,)  are  constantly  used  by  the  sacred 
writers  to  denote  the  Jewish,  legal,  or  Mosaic 
dispensation;  while  the  phrases,  “  the  coming 
world,”  or  “  world  to  come,”  (age  or  dispen¬ 
sation  in  the  original,)  is  constantly  used  by  the 
same  writers  to  denote  the  age,  or  mediatorial 
dispensation  of  the  Messiali — that  kingdom  of 
God,  or  Heaven,  which  he  came  to  establish  on 
earth.  Hence,  by  the  phrase,  “end  of  this 
world,”  the  Evangelist  intended  the  end  of  the 
Mosaic  age  or  legal  dispensation,  which  was 
then  rapidly  coming  to  a  close.  At  that  time 
Jesus  was  to  come  spiritually  in  power  and  great 
glory,  attended  by,  or  rather  le.ading  forward 
the  angels  or  messsengers  of  judgment,  (the 
Roman  army,  the  pestilence,  and  other  instru¬ 
ments  for  the  punishment  of  the  Jews,)  and 
was  to  commence  his  reign  by  the  punishment 
of  the  wicked,  and  by  saving  therefrom  his 
righteous  followers — all  of  which  things  were 
fulfilled  in  that  generation. 

But  to  the  Corinthians,  Paul  was  writing  re¬ 
specting  an  entirely  different  subject.  Ho  was 
not  speaking  of  the  Mosaic,  but  oftho  Christian 
dispensation— he  was  speaking,  not  of  punish¬ 
ments  in  this  world,  but  of  resurrection  from 
the  dead  in  eternity — he  was  speaking  of  the 
close  or  end  ofthe  Mediatorial  reign  or  kingdom, 
when  Jesus,  having  judged  the  world  in  righte¬ 
ousness  and  the  people  by  his  truth — having,  by 
chastisements,  subdued  the  rebellious — by  the 
manifestation  of  the  goodness  and  long  suffering 
of  God,  led  sinners  to  repentance — by  the  pow¬ 
er  given  him,  raised  the  dead  holy  and  incor¬ 
ruptible — having  swallowed  up  death  in  immor¬ 
tal  life,  and  sin  in  unending  purity  and  bliss — 
was  to  deliver  up  the  kingdom  he  had  received, 
into  tlie  bands  he  had  received  it  from,  and  be 
himself  subject  unto  the  Father,  who  had  put 
all  things  under  him,  that  God,  being  in  Christ 
and  Christ  in  the  redeemed  fiimily  of  man,  might 
he  all  in  all.  Now,  it  is  true  that  we  sec  not 
yet  all  things  subjected  unto  Jesus,  no  more  than 
did  Abraham  sec  all  nations  and  kindreds  of  the 
earth  blessed  in  bis  seed — ^but  we  know  tliat  he 
ia  &itbful  that  promised,  and  that  by  two  immu¬ 


table  things,  (his  word  and  oath,)  in  which  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  lie,  he  has  given  us 
the  assurance  tliat  in  his  own  good  time  all  shall 
be  fulfilled  that  he  hath  spoken  concerning  his 
Son  and  all  things. 

We  hope  the  preceding  imperfect  remarks 
will  be  satisfactory  to  our  correspondent,  and 
perhaps  to  others  in  like  situation — if  not,  we 
are  willing,  at  a  ^future  period,  to  renew  and 
continue  the  subject.  In  writing  for  explana¬ 
tions,  correspondents  would  do  well  to  state  the 
peculiar  points  in  the  different  passages  which 
cause  them  to  hesitate  in  their  faith,  as  by  doing 
so  they  may  save  us  much  needless  labor  in  an¬ 
swering  on  parts  which  arc  already  perfectly 
clear  to  their  comprehensions.  G. 

NEW  PAPER. 

Proposals  have  been  issued  by  E.  M.  Stone, 
for  publishing,  in  Boston,  a  new  paper,  devo¬ 
ted  to  the  dissemination  of  the  doctrine  of  Uni- 
versalism.  It  is  to  be  published  weekly  on  a 
half  sheet  super-royal  paper,  at  $1.50  per  an¬ 
num  in  advance,  or  $2  if  not  paiil  within  six 
months.  If  this  new  paper  can  get  a  competent 
support  in  Boston,  in  addition  to  all  other  papers 
of  a  similar  description,  we  think  it  will  argue 
much  in  proof of  the  rapid  progress  of  Univer- 
salisra  in  the  New-England  States.  S. 

A  GOOD  ONE. 

An  Orthodox  print,  called  the  Christian  Sol¬ 
dier,  published  in  Boston,  says — “  The  opposi¬ 
tion  of  Universaliststo  evangelical  religion  bears 
an  exact  resemblance  to  the  efforts  of  wicked 
men  in  the  primitive  ages,  to  counteract  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Christianity.  Wicked  men  hated  the 
apostles  and  their  preaching,  and  did  all  in  their 
power  to  destroy  their  influence.  And  so  it  is 
now.  The  Orthodox  make  use  of  the  same 
efforts  to  promote  religion,  and  are  met  with  the 
same  opposition.  The  primitive  Christians  were 
accused  of  designs  against  the  civil  government, 
and  so  are  the  Orthodox.” 

In  the  apostles’  days  Church  and  State  were 
united,  now  they  are  disunited.  The  doctrines 
of  Christianity  are  opposed  to  this  union  and  of 
course  incurred  the  enmity  of  all  religious  poli¬ 
ticians.  How  stands  the  account  now?  Ortho¬ 
doxy  is  not  accused  of  opposition  to  the  union 
of  Church  and  State,  as  Christianity  was,  but 
the  very  reverse.  Of  course  the  similarity  is 
the  other  way — in  favor  of  Universalism  and 
against  Orthodoxy. 

.Again.  Instead  of  using  the  same  efforts  used 
by  the  primitive  Christians,  Orthodoxy  uses  the 
efforts  that  the  Jews,  and  Church  and  State  Hea¬ 
then  used.  Their  long  prayers,  theological 
institutions,  compassing  sea  and  land  to  make 
proselytes,  paying  tithes  of  mint,  anise  and  cum¬ 
min,  casting  into  the  Lord’s  treasury,  deeming 
themselves  righteous  and  despising  others,  using 
the  externals  and  forms  of  religion  to  the  neg¬ 
lect  of  judgment,  mercy  and  faith — with  num- 


itn 

berless  other  similarities,  mark  them  for  any 
thing  but  imitators  of  primitive  Christians.—' 
IVhile  the  very  laxity  of  morals,  disrespect  ef 
the  sabbath,  &c.  and  keeping  company  with 
publicans  and  sinners,  which  they  lay  to  our 
charge,  we  tike  as  compliments  from  them; 
such  charges  being  the  highest  evidence  we  can 
ask,  that  the  modern  Pharisees,  have  not  forgot¬ 
ten  the  charges  with  which  their  fathers  assailed 
pure  and  undefiled  religion,  and  stigmatized  it* 
founder  and  early  advocates.  G. 

CONTENTS  OF  THE  UNTVERSAUST  EXPOS¬ 
ITOR  for  3Iareh,  1831. 

JosTiriCATiox,  Moral  Dzpravitt,  Rkoerk- 
RATioN,  AND  Human  Responsibilitt. — 1.  Ex¬ 
tract  from  The  Christian  Examiner,  of  Dee. 
1830.  2.  Remarks. 

The  proper  Method  or  Studtiro  thr 
Scriptures,  in  our  common  English  Version. 

Obstructions  to  the  advancement  or  Mo¬ 
ral  Truth. — How  can  ye  believe,  which  ro- 
ccive  honor  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  tho 
honor  that  cometh  from  God  only  T  John  v  :  44. 

Religious  Fhiendship  Invaluable. 

Scriptural  Usage  or  the  Terms,  Son,  and 
Child. — 1.  Remarks.  2.  Extract  from  Prof. 
Stuart. 

Miscellaneous  Explanations. — 1.  Elect,  or 
chosen.  2.  Flesh,  Spirit.  3.  Holy.  4.  To 
.sanctify,  to  make  holy,  to  hallow.  5.  Name. 
6.  AVord.  From  Macknight. 

Poetical. — 1.  The  Warning  Voice.  2.  The 
Voice*of  Conscience. 


The  Christian  Preacher  for  March  1831, 
has  come  to  hand.  It  contains  two  valuable 
sermons— one  from  Br.  C.  F.  LeFevre,  of  Troy, 
on  conformity  to  the  divine  character.  Matt  v  : 
48,  and  one  from  Br.  L.  Willis,  of  Salem,  on 
the  love  of  enemies.  Matt,  v ;  44. 


NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Br.  J.  D.  Coleman  of  New-York,  has  lately 
visited  and  preached  at  Neivark,  N.  J.,  and  rep¬ 
resents  the  people  there,  as  in  a  very  favorable 
situation  to  receive  the  doctrine  of  impartial 
grace.  His  meeting  was  attended  by  a  numer¬ 
ous  concourse  of  devout  listeners;  and  there 
are  many  inquiring  for  the  truth.  May  they 
find  it  and  be  made  “  free  indeed.”  8. 


PREMIUM  OFFERED. 

The  Editors  of  the  N.  Y.  Gospel  Herald  have 
offered  a  reward  of  $20  for  an  original  objte- 
fiVm  to  Universalism  1  Wo  doubt  whether  this 
liberal  offer  will  bring  one  to  light.  8. 


Explanations  of  many  texts  of  Scriptsre  have 
been  requested — as  soon  as  convenient  we  shall 
attend  to  them,  by  publishing  short  illustrations, 
or  full  sermons  on  the  varions  subjects  embra¬ 
ced.  6. 


EVAXGELTCAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 
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POETRY. 


From  the  American  Traveller. 

LINES 

Supposed  to  be  written  by  a  young  Jewess,  after 
herse^' andpeople  were  banishedfrom  ^ain. 

Delored  homo !  farewell — fiirewcll ! 

Where  wave*  the  mystic  shade ; 

And  where  the  breeze  with  whispering  gwell, 
Breathes  music  through  the  gla<lc : 

Where  by  green  banks  witli  wild  flowers  drest, 
The  diamond  fountains  gush, 

Bootiling  the  weary  pilgrim’s  rest 
With  cool  and  breezy  rush. 

Sweet  Rio  Verde  1  my  own  stream, 

When  day’s  bright  beam  is  o’er. 

And  moonlight’s  soft  and  silvery  beam 
Sleeps  on  thy  silent  shore : 

1  DOW  no  longer  free  may  roam. 

And  mark  thy  limpid  flow ; 

The  stranger  now  is  in  my  home,— 

There,  there,  1  cannot  go  ’. 

The  stranger  sits  within  the  bower,— 

"1110  bower  I  once  called  mine  ; 

Where  I  was  wont  to  nurse  the  flower. 

And  (ram  the  purple  vine  y 
Or,  when  bright  noon  had  reached  its  throne. 

The  harp’s  sweet  wires  to  sweep ; — 

Now,  as  I  wake  eacli  silvery  tone, 

I  wake  them  but  to  weep. 

And  that  green  mound  of  holy  earth. 

Where  blooms  the  snow  white  rose. 

Perhaps  some  stranger’s  song  of  mirth 
Now  idly  o’er  it  flows. 

.  The  rose  may  grace  tlie  wreath,  perchance. 

To  bind  some  beauty’s  brow, — 

As  gay  she  lends  the  mazy  dance, 
light  as  tlic  bounding  roc. 

Beneath  the  stem  oppressor’s  hand. 

The  eons  of  Israel  bow  j 
They  wander  forth  a  scattered  band, — 

They  have  no  country  now : 

But  mantle  thick  the  bleeding  breast. 

Derision's  laughter  brave — 

Ay — though  the  weary  form  And  rest — 

A  home — but  in  the  grave !  C. 


HEBREW  MINSTREL’S  LAMENT. 

From  the  hills  of  the  west  the  sun’s  setting  beam 
Cast  his  last  ray  of  glory  o’er  Jordan’s  lone  stream. 
While  his  test  falling  tears  with  its  waters  were  blent. 
Thus  poured  a  lone  minstrel  his  saddened  lament. 

**  Awake,  harp  of  Judah '.  that  slumbering  hast  hnng 
On  the  willows  that  weep  where  thy  prophets  liavc  sung ; 
Once  more  wake  for  Judah  tliy  wild  notes  of  wo,  [low, 
Ere  the  hand  that  now  strikes  thee  lies  mouldering  and 

"Where  now  are  the  choirs  of  the  glad  and  the  free. 
That  woke  the  loud  anthem  responsive  to  thee. 

While  the  daughters  of  Salem  unite  in  the  song. 

And  Tabor  and  Hermon  its  echoes  prolong  1 

"  And  where  are  the  mighty  who  went  forth  in  pride 
To  the  slaughter  of  kings  with  their  ark  at  their  side  ? 
They  sleep,  lonely  stream  ’.  with  the  sands  of  thy  shore. 
And  the  war  trumpet’s  blast  shall  awake  them  no  more. 

"  O  Judah !  a  lone  scattered  remnant  remain. 

To  sigh  for  the  graves  of  their  fathers  in  vain, 

And  to  turn  toward  thy  land  with  a  tear-brimming  eye. 
And  a  prayer  that  the  advent  ofShiloh  be  nigh. 

"  No  beauty  in  Sharon,  on  Carmel  no  shade,— 

Our  Tineyards  are  wasted,  our  altars  decayed ! 

And  the  heel  ofthe  Heathen  insulting  has  trod 
ttt  the  bosoms  that  bled  for  ihetr  eonntry  and  Ood.” 


LETTERS  CONTAINING  REMITTANCES, 
Received  at  this  office  during  the  Keek,  ending  March  '24. 

II.  C..  Buffalo,  85— S.  P,,  Denmark,  «'2— S.  H.,  W. 
Farmington,  (.M.  T.)  8^ — W.  F.,  Ownseo,  82 — J.  II.  H.> 
nfllville,  80.50— .A.  P.,  Ols«'lic,  84.50— A.  <1.  &  L.  F., 
Gieu’s  F’alls,81..50e.'ich — J.  H.  P.,  Caldwell,  8“ — P-  ■’'I-i 
Greenfield,  83 — P.  .M.  f()r  S.  G.,  Mendon,  810 — P.  M., 
So.  Hartford,  81— P-  -M.,  Chagrin,  (O.)  forO.  H.,  8# — 
\V,  C.,  Perry  s'jurgh,  S3 — W.  B.,  Cazenovia,  8'2.50 — J. 
L.,  Lisle,  83 — J.  R.,  Guilford  Centre,  (Vt.,)  810 — his 
former  remittances  receivetl — O.  S.,  Byron,  81 — -A.  II., 
Burlington  Flats,  85 — L.  L.  S.,  Le  Hoy,  80— J.  T.,  Hol¬ 
land,  83 — A.  S.,  Bushncll’s  Basin,  81.50 — H.  S.,  Ken- 
nedyville,  81-50 — A.  W.,  Antwerp,  810 — H.  G.,  Ed¬ 
wards,  81 — B.  II-,  Annsville,  81-50— P.  M.,  Ilalfmmm, 
83 — P  M.,  VVatertoyMi,  810— I.  S.,  Graf  on, 80 — S.  W., 
Huglisville,  85 — S.  A  D.  It.,  Rutland,  (Vt.)  80 — C.  H., 
Henderson,  83 — J-  L.,  Trenton,  818* 

From  the  Watchman  and  Repoeitorf, 

THE  TWO  PARROT8; 

OR,  NEW  AND  ASTONISHING  CONVERSION. 

In  a  certain  town  not  a  hundred  miles  from  the  city  of 
Troy,  N.  V.,  during  the  rcliiious  excitement  that  has  for 
some  time  existed  there,  a  singular  and  happy  conversion 
recently  took  place.  The  holy  atmosphere  whicli  sur¬ 
rounded  the  said  town  wrought  astonisliiiig  changes  even 
on  the  bipod  creidiun. 

A  gentlcimm  in  that  city  possessed  n  young  parrot,  in 
whose  progress  in  learning  he  fell  dr-eply  interesteil.  To 
facilitate  her  lotiuacious  powers  he  pl.-iccd  her  under  the 
care  ofn  neighbor,  who  possessed  a  very  well  instructed 
bird  ofthe  same  species.  It  happened  that  these  twobinis 
were  of  diflerent  religious  persuasions,  or  at  least  their 
masters  we.-e,  and  the  cousc.giiencc  was,  tlml  they  fol¬ 
lowed  the  distinguishing  dm  trines  of  thitir  respective 
teachers.  The  young  parrot  was  of  the  Calvinistic 
stamp — true  btue,  and  just  brought  out.  The  oidy 
words  in  her  vocidtulary  were — damn  you,  go  to  hell. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  old  bird  wtis  a  sober-minded  and 
Is^nevolent  l.'uiversalist,  wfio  sptike  such  language  as 
this — bless  you  and  rare  you.  When  tlie  two  parrots 
came  together,  after  certain  lusls  and  scrapes,  and  other 
courtesies  common  to  those  who  know  what  liTins  gen¬ 
teel  lilc  in  the  city  prisK'rdies,  the  sulijeet  of  religion,  Im'- 
ing  (he  onler  ofthe  day,  was  immediately  brought  on  the 
cjirpet.  Jlless  you  and  save  you  were  the  kind  words 
witli  which  tlie  I  iiiversahst  bird  greeted  the  young  visit¬ 
er.  Damn  you,  go  to  hell,  were  the  gross  ilennnciations 
which  were  returned  to  this  friendly  salutation.  Tiiis 
conlroversy  lasted  several  days,  w  hen  I  regret  to  say, 
dial  though  the  young  Calvinist  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  bless,  the  old  I'niversitlisl  had  learnt  to  curse.  The 
gentleman  who  owned  young  brimstone  made  Ids  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  expir.ation  ol  seven  days,  and  impiiring 
nlsnit  (he  progre.-s  of  Ids  parrot  in  ari|uiring  language, 
the  lidlowing  interesting  dialogue  took  place  between  (lie 
respi'ctive  masters  ol’liie  birds  In  ipiestion. 

Vnirersatist. — f«ir,  I  am  linppy  to  see  yon,  though  I  can¬ 
not  compliment  you  on  the  prohciency  of  your  parrot.  1 
fear  she  ha.s  a  veak  head,  Ibr  she  could  not  learn  the 
words  spoken  by  my  parrot,  nor  eoniprehend  the  nature 
of  her  discourse.  1  am  sure  she  Kas  ti  bad  heart  fiir  she 
returned  nothing  but  curses  liir  bk  ssings.  But  the  worst 
ofthe  business  is,  that  iny  parrot  being  the  lighter  bird  in 
intellect  has  leanit  to  curse  also  •,  lienee  the  proverb  s 
now  I'ullilled  in  (his  ciise,  “evil  comniunicutiuiis  corrupt 
good  manners.’’ 

Calvinist. — Sir,  yon  will  allow  me  to  infiirm  you  that 
you  are  quite  mistaken  in  your  views  on  this  subject.  iMy 

arrot  Inis  not  a  w  etik  head — but  she  is  sound  in  the  faith. 

)id  you  ever  hear  ofn  real  Calvinist  giving  up  his  senli- 
nieiits  7  the  re:L>d>n  of  your  parrot’s  learning  iroin  niiiie, 
arises  from  your  bird  being  under  conviction  ;  she  is  in 
an  aniious  state  and  tliere  can  be  no  surer  proof  of  tins, 
than  that  sae  is  coiitiniially  ejaciihiting,  damn  you,  go  to 
hell.  Ix-t  me  Iherefiire  tell  you  that  your  bird  ii  ay  feel 
to  rejoice  thatshe  received  tins  vi.sit  from  my  ptotis  young 
(Viend.  Permit  me  to  adil,  that  I  hope  (his  will  lie  a  .salu¬ 
tary  lesson  for  you,  and  instead  of  bearing  so  much  from 
your  lips  ulmot  the  divine  gmxlnc.ss  and  the  deliglit  of 
heaven,  I  shall  in  future  hear  you  talk  something  more 
about  the  fear  of  hell  and  the  poxer  of  the  Devil. 

There  have  Ik-cii  many  stories  and  reports  in  circula¬ 
tion  among  the  Ortliodox,  respecting  numerous  conver¬ 
sions  foil!  the  Universati.sts  dnr.ng' the  late  revival  epi¬ 
demic.  But  this  is  the  only  Kell  authenticated  ease  taut 
has  come  to  my  knowledge.  8.iould  any  other  conver¬ 
sion  occur  to  strengthen  tlie  ranks  ofthe  Ortliodox  party, 
the  writer  of  lids  ahicle  will  give  you  timely  notice  there¬ 
of.  He  also  trusts  that  your  brethren  who  publish  pa¬ 
pers  will  copy  tills  article,  (bras  the  report  ofthe  conver¬ 
sion  of  Vniversa lists  in  tins  city,  has  spread  for  and  wide, 
be  is  nntiious  that  the  brethren  should  know  the  eMent  m' 
the  apostaey  ftnm  the  true  fiilth.  C.  L.  F. 


-  - '  -  ‘  '*  ■» 

INTELLECTUAL  ASSOCIATION. 

It  is  related  in  one  ofthe  Lectures  of  Dr.  Rush,  that  an 
old  native  African  was  permitted  by  his  master,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  since,  to  go  Ikom  liomr  to  see  a  lion,  that  was 
conducted  as  a  show  through  the  Slate  of  New-jersey. — 
He  no  sooner  saw  him,  than  he  was  so  transported  with 
joy,  as  to  express  his  emotions  by  jumpiDg,dancing,and 
loud  ucclamutions,  notwithstanding  the  torpor  of  mind  and 
body,  superinduced  by  half  a  century  of  slavery.  He  had 
known  tliis  noble  nnimal  when  a  boy  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  sight  of  him  suddenly  revived  the  memory  of 
Id's  curly  eiuoymciiis,  his  native  land,  bis  home,  bis  asso¬ 
ciates,  and  Ids  freedom. 

The  same  writer  relates  another  interesting  instance  of 
the  imwer  of  association,  in  which  he  himself  had  a  pan. 
— “During  the  time  I  passed  at  a  country  school,  in  Cecil 
county,  (Md.)  I  often  went  on  a  holiday,  with  my  scIhx^ 
mate.*!,  to  see  an  eagle’s  nest,  upon  the  summit  of  a  dead 
tree,  in  the  neighlio'rhood  ofthe  school,  during  the  bmeof 
the  incubation  of  that  bird.  The  daughter  ofthe  farmer, 
in  whose  field  this  tree  stood,  and  with  wliom  1  beeama 
acquainted,  married,  and  settled  in  this  city  about  forty 
years  ago.  In  our  occasional  interviews,  we  now  and 
then  spoke  ofthe  innocent  haunts  and  rural  pleasures  of 
our  youth,  and,  among  other  things,  of  tlie  eagle’s  nest  in 
lier  father’s  field.  A  Ibw  years  ago  1  was  called  to  visit 
tills  woman  wlien  she  was  in  the  lowest  stage  of  a  ty¬ 
phus  fover.  L'pon  entering  the  room,  1  cauglit  her  eye, 
and  with  a  cliecrful  tone  of  voice,  said  only,  “  The  £•- 
gle’s  Meet.”  Siie  seized  my  hand,  without  being  able  to 
speak,  and  discovered  strong  emotions  of  pleasure  in  her 
couiitenance,  probably  from  a  sudden  association  of  all 
her  earlv  domestic  connexions  and  eitjoyments,  with  the 
words  f  had  uttered.  From  that  time  slie  began  to  re¬ 
cover.  S.ie  is  now  living,  and  seldom  foils,  when  we 
meat,  to  salute  me  with  the  echo  of  tlie  eagle’s  nest.’* 


THE  SWISS  HUNTER. 

Tlie  fiillowing  curious  occurrence  is  mentioned  in  the 
Journal  de  I’l-iere:  A  short  lime  ugo,a  hunter,  who  was 
sporting  on  the  banks  ofthe  hike  of  Wallensled,  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  discovered  the  nest  of  one  of  (hose  destrucbve 
birds,  the  “  Ininnierceyer,’’  a  species  of  vulture; — lie  shot 
the  mule,  and  made  his  way  along  a  pr^eetion  of  tbo 
rock,  with  a  view  of  taking  the  young  birds.  He  had 
raised  his  arm,  and  put  his  hand  into  the  nest,  wlien  tlie 
lemule  lioveriiig  over  his  head  unperceived  by  him, 
pounced  down  upon  him,  fixed  her  talons  in  his  arm 
and  her  beak  in  his  side.  The  sportsman,  whom  tho 
slightest  niovenieiit  must  have  precipitated  to  (he  bottom 
ofthe  riH'k,  with  (hut  coolness  and  selt-|iossession  so  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  mountain  liunl.sinun  of  tliat  country,  nolwith- 
siundiiig  the  pain  he  experienced,  remained  unmoved.— 
Having  his  Ibvvlini^  piece  in  his  left  hand,  he  placed  k 
against  the  foce  ol  the  rock,  pointed  to  tlie  breast  of  the 
bir<l,  and  with  his  toe,  us  they  always  go  barelbotcd,  the 
belter  to  enable  them  to  hold  and  climb  the  rocks,  lie 
touched  the  ti  i'gger,  and  the  piece  went  off,  and  killed  his 
enemy  on  the  nest.  Hud  the  bird  been  any  where  else, 
it  must  have  dr.-.gged  him  down  along  with  it.  He  pro¬ 
cured  assistance  from  the  neighboring  auberge,  or  inn, 
liurd  by,  and  brought  the  two  birds  us  trophies  of  his 
valor  away  witli  hiin.  Stinie  of  these  birds  have  been 
known  to  measure  seventeen  lest  from  lip  to  tip  of  the 
wings,  and  nrp  only  equalled  in  size,  by  (lie  Condor  of 
South  .America. 


CUNNING. 

“Cunning,’’  says  Mr. I-ocke, in  his  excellent  treatise 
on  Ediicatiuii — “  Cunning  which  is  the  ape  of  wisdom,  is 
the  iiiost  distant  from  it  (hat  cun  be ;  and  as  an  ape,  Ibr 
the  likeness  it  has  to  a  man,  wanting  what  really  should 
make  him  so,  is  by  so  much  the  uglier;  cunning  is  only 
the  want  of  understanding  ;  which,  because  it  caniiol  com¬ 
pass  its  end  by  direct  ways,  would  do  it  by  trick  and  cir¬ 
cumvention.  No  cover  was  made  either  so  big  or  s# 
fine  us  to  hide  itself.  None  were  ever  so  cunning  as  to 
conceal  their  being  so.’’ 
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